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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 
37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 

later than the payment of the issue fee. 

i 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with George H. Gates on 07/17/07. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

- Claims 17 and 21 have been amended as shown on the attached sheets. 

Any' inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saba Tsegaye whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3091. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:30-5:00), First 
Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wing Chan can be reached on (571) 272-7493. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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ATTACHMENT 

i 
I 

1. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method for tunneling voice data over one or more 
networks, comprising: 

(a) transmitting a notification to a called party's network that a calling party's handset is 
calling from a particular type of network; and 

(b) loading one of a plurality of software-defined vocoders into the called party's handset 
based on the transmitted notification, wherein the loaded software-defined vocoder, when 
executed by the called party's handset, translates voice data communicated between the calling 
party's handset and the called party's handset, 

2. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1, wherein the voice data is tunneled from the 
calling party's handset and the calling party's network, through any number of different 
networks, to the called party's network and called party's handset, without any vocoding 
conversions, except at the handsets. 

3. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 1, wherein the software-defined 
vocoder is stored on a component of the called party's network and is downloaded from the 
component to the called party's handset. 

4. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 1, wherein the notification is transmitted during 
call setup. 

5. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) An apparatus for tunneling voice data over one or 
more networks, ^comprising: 

(a) means for transmitting a notification to a called party's network that a calling party's 
handset is calling from a particular type of network; and 

(b) means for loading one of a plurality of software-defined vocoders into the called 
party's handset based on the transmitted notification, wherein the loaded software-defined 
vocoder, when executed by the called party's handset, translates voice data communicated 
between the calling party's handset and the called party's handset. 
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6. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the voice data is tunneled from the 
calling party's handset and the calling party's network, through any number of different 
networks, to the called party's network and called party's handset, without any vocoding 
conversions, except at the handsets. 

7. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the software- 
defined vocoder is stored on a component of the called party's network and is downloaded from 
the component to the called party's handset. 

8. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the notification is transmitted during 
call setup. ; 

9. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A method for tunneling voice data over one or more 
networks, comprising: 

(a) receiving a notification from a calling party's network that it is a particular type of 
network; and 

(b) loading one of a plurality of software-defined vocoders into a called party's handset 

i 

based on the received notification, wherein the loaded software-defined vocoder, when executed 
by the called party's handset, translates voice data communicated between the calling party's 
handset and the called party's handset. 

10. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 9, wherein the voice data is tunneled from the 
calling party's handset and the calling party's network, through any number of different 
networks, to the called party's network and called party's handset, without any vocoding 
conversions, except at the handsets. 

1 1 . (PRE VIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 9, wherein the software-defined 
vocoder is stored on a component of the called party's network and is downloaded from the 
component to the called party's handset. 
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12. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 9, wherein the notification is transmitted during 
call setup. 

i 

13. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) An apparatus for tunneling voice data over one or 
more networks, comprising: 

(a) means for receiving a notification from a calling party's network that it is a particular 
type of network; and 

(b) means for loading one of a plurality of software-defined vocoders into a called party's 
handset based on the received notification, wherein the loaded software-defined vocoder, when 
executed by the;called party's handset, translates voice data communicated between the calling 
party's handset and the called party's handset. 

14. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the voice data is tunneled from the 
calling party's handset and the calling party's network, through any number of different 
networks, to the called party's network and called party's handset, without any vocoding 
conversions, except at the handsets. 

15. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the software- 
defined vocoder is stored on a component of the called party's network and is downloaded from 
the component to the called party's handset. 

16. (ORIGINAL) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the notification is transmitted 
during call setup. 
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17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for tunneling voice data over one or more 
networks, comprising: 

(a) loading one of a plurality of vocoders into a processor of a called party's handset, 
wherein the loaded vocoder is selected based on a notification of a particular type of network 
communicating with a calling party's handset; and 

(b) executing the loaded vocoder in the processor of the called party's handsel, wherein 
the vocoder translates voice data communicated to the called party's handset from the calling 
party's handset.; 

18. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 17, wherein the voice data is 
tunneled from the calling party's handset and the calling party's network, through any number of 
different networks, to the called party's network and the called party's handset, without any 

vpcoding conversions, except at the handsets. 

i 

19. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 17, wherein the vocoder is 
stored on a component of the handset and is loaded into the processor from the component. 

20. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 17, wherein the vocoder is 
stored on a network component and is downloaded from the network component into the 
processor of the handset. 

21. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An apparatus for tunneling voice data over one or more 
networks, comprising: 

(a) means for loading one of a plurality of vocoders into a processor of a called party's 
handset, wherein the loaded vocoder is selected based on a notification of a particular type of 
network communicating with calling party's handset; and 

(b) means for executing the loaded vocoder in the processor of the called party's handset, 
wherein the vocoder translates voice data communicated to the called party's handset from the 
calling party's handset. 
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22. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of claim 21, wherein the voice data is 
tunneled from the calling party's handset and the calling party's network, through any number of 
different networks, to the called party's network and the called party's handset, without any 
vocoding conversions, except at the handsets. 

23. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of claim 21, wherein the vocoder is 
stored on a component of the handset and is loaded into the processor from the component. 

24. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The apparatus of claim 21, wherein the vocoder is 
stored on a network component and is downloaded from the network component into the 
processor of the handset. 



5 



